


When text is read with prosody, it can help you to develop your understanding of what you read. 
Read these two examples and explain the difference:

Fluent readers use prosody (pitch, stress, and timing) to 
convey meaning when they read aloud; they take account 
of the signposts of the punctuation, e.g. exclamation 
marks or question marks; they use different voices for 
characters and they take account of text which has been 
emboldened or placed in italics.

A word about prosody

Prosody

Reading aloud with 
pitch, stress and 
timing to convey 

meaning

Holly only spoke to Varjak.

Holly only spoke to Varjak.

(She didn’t do anything else to him!)

(She didn’t speak to anyone else.)



When reading
Use intonation

This is the use of  pitch to express meaning and conveys 
information to the listener about emotions (anger, surprise, 
etc.)

Use stress

This is the use of  loudness to make one word stand out 
from the others to convey meaning.

Try this:

“Hey!” Varjak heard the gravelly voice as if  from a great 
distance. “Hey you! Poor Jack, or whatever your name is! 
Wake up!”

How will you read this?



Dialogue is used in narratives to reveal what characters are like, to refer to 
the setting or describe events in the plot. Integrating dialogue along with 
action can convey characters and advance the action.

To reveal what the characters are like:

“Mind your own business,” said Holly. She turned to Varjak. “The storm’s over. It’s 
time to go.”

(Shows that Holly is determined. She has said that Varjak may stay only until the rain stops 
and it has so she is now insisting on him going)

“Have a heart, Holly,” said the chocolate-brown cat. “Look at him. He’s obviously 
not dangerous.”

(Shows that the new cat is gentler and more thoughtful. She is revealing that she doesn’t 
think Varjak is a threat and encouraging Holly to be more considerate)

“I’m Varjak Paw,” said Varjak, with all the dignity he could muster. “I’m a 
Mesopotamian Blue.”

(Shows that the Varjak is trying his best to be important)


