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WHAT IS 
UNUSUAL ABOUT 
THE CAPITAL CITY 
OF BRAZIL?

1

The capital city -
Brasília - is the 
fastest-growing 
city in Brazil 
(increasing by 3% 
a year). 

Watch this film 
showcasing the sights of 
the city:

www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=m8fZeZTN0TE
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What do you notice about 
all of the buildings?

Think of three key words 
you would use to describe 
the city of Brasilia.

Over the next 12 
slides, observe the 
city and its buildings 
carefully. 

Think about these 
two questions as 
you move through 
the slideshow. You 
can also look back 
at the film if you 
wish.
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Here are some words to describe the city:

What words came to mind for you? Were they similar?
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Look at the data in this table.

What happened to the 
number of people in the city 
around 1960? 

What might have caused this 
to happen? 

Did you notice from the film and
photographs that all of the buildings
are modern? Very few are more
than 50 years old. This is a city that is
growing very quickly because of a
decision made by the government
of the country.
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In 1960 the government of Brazil decided to build a brand-new
capital city – until then the capital had been Rio de Janeiro.

So, from 1960 the country’s parliament, government buildings, law
courts, main sports stadiums, banks, finance centres such as the
Stock Exchange and 124 embassies were moved from Rio de
Janeiro to Brasília.

Hundreds of thousands of people whose jobs were affected in some
way were also moved. Once the new city was established, a new
airport was constructed and many shops and hotels set up creating
thousands of new jobs particularly for people working in construction.
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But why?

Next lesson you will use a 
series of clues to answer 
this question!
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