
Guitar Lesson Material – 14th July 2020 

 

Blues in E Foundation Studies VII – Using The ‘Blues’ Scale in a Solo 

Hopefully by now you have been able to review all of the material looked at so far in the Blues in E 

Foundation Studies series and watched/listened to the video lessons from the links to give you a better 

understanding of how it all should sound. If there are any parts you are not so sure of, review them 

again by using the video lessons and the accompanying lesson worksheet/notes until you feel 

comfortable. This is very important as each lesson builds in regards to technique and difficulty and so 

therefore you need to have a solid foundation on which to build from the earlier lessons. This week 

we are going to look at using the E ‘Blues’ Scale looked at last week in a solo. All of the material covered 

can be seen/heard in a video lesson using the following link: 

 

https://vimeo.com/429594755/831719272b 

 

 

The E ‘Blues’ Scale – using the ‘blue’ note in a solo. 

As I said last week, the E ‘Blues’ Scale is basically the E Minor Pentatonic scale with one more note 

added. Hopefully you will have been able to see where the new note has been added, learnt the scale 

shape and have an idea of this new sound. The ‘blue’ note adds a distinctly soulful or funky sound to 

any riff or solo you play in it, however it should be used sparingly. Try not to stay on the ‘blue’ note 

too long, just use it sparingly within your licks. Looking at the solo, you will see that the ‘blue’ note (Bb 

- 3rd fret on the 3rd string) is used either at the start, middle or end of a lick and is never really stayed 

on for any great length of time. Just as you did with the last solo we looked at, do the following tasks: 

 Make sure you know the ‘blues’ scale. 

 Practise each lick in the solo 

 Join up the licks one at a time in the solo 

 Practise playing the whole solo 

 Practise playing the whole solo with the backing at the end of the video. 

 Write a few of your own licks in the E ‘Blues’ Scale. 

Once you can do this, it would be a really good idea over the summer holiday to review all of the 

material looked at so far in the Blues in E Foundation Studies I – VII and maybe: 

 Try a new rhythm on the 12 Bar Blues in E Chord Progression. 

 Write some more licks. 

 Put your new licks into a solo. 

 Play through the 12 Bar Blues in E Chord Progression alternating between chords and a shuffle 

rhythm. 

 Try and write a riff using the lower notes of the scale. 

 

Have a great summer! 

https://vimeo.com/429594755/831719272b

